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[Date]

The Honorable [Legislator's full name]
Dear [Senator Last Name]:

I am constituent in [city, town or village] in [name of county] County and a member of the Michigan Rehabilitation Association. I am writing to request that you not support Senate Bill’s 291and the related House Bill 4008 referencing Michigan’s Helmet Laws.
Senate Bill 291 allows for Michigan citizens 21 or older to operate or ride on a motorcycle without the protections of a crash helmet by obtaining an endorsement on his or her operator’s or chauffeurs license.  A conclusion that may be drawn from this action is that the safety of the protective equipment will be foregone when not worn, potentially resulting in far more significant injury and care when accidents take place.  Overall, I am concerned about the increased risk to life, and the subsequent cost shifting to other forms of state or federal benefit systems to cover the increased healthcare costs. 

House Bill 4008 defines the insurance requirements for individuals operating or riding a motorcycle who elect to not wear a crash helmet.  An individual will have to have security in the amount of $20,000.00 for the payment of first party medical benefits payable in the event that he or she is involved in a motorcycle accident.  This is an extremely small amount of money to cover potentially devastating bodily injuries, and seems only to mandate the purchase of additional insurance, which obviously is a boon to insurance companies. I do not support this bill.
I have enclosed some additional educational documents from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, that I hope you will review and use to vote in opposition to SB 291 and HB 4008.  
Thank you for your time and consideration. I will be watching throughout the year to see how you vote on this issue that means so much to me and my family.

Sincerely,

[Signature]
